24 Peaks Challenge raises funds for South Lakeland Young Carers

A group of intrepid parents from Windermere School raised over £4,000 to send

young carers on the school 6s annual resi dent
this July. |l nspired by the school 6s setting
of ten parents set a challenge of climbing twenty-four peaks, in under twenty -four

hours to support this worthy cause.

Windermere Mum and fundraiser Jane Toffolo started planning the challenge a few

months ago when she heard about the young carers and contaetd a local charity.

South Lakeland Carersoffer help, advice and support for a range of problems and

i ssues experienced by young carers. Jane e
admirable young people a well deserved break from their resporsibilities with the

joys of a happy and carefree childhood. The average age of a young carer is 12 years

old, and not only do they look after a loved-one, but many also have the added

responsibility of running a household. As a result, their education can suffer due to

mi ssed days from school, and friendships can

The funds raised will enable a group of young carers to make new friendships and
experience the residential Summer School 6s a
tennis, football, drama workshops and local excursions in a beautiful setting. For

every place the fundraisers provide, Windermere School will offer a fully sponsored

place to double the opportunity. James Wright, Director of the Summer School

commented, A This venture really fits in with our
service, and using the outdoors as an extended classroom. The challengers have set a

great example to our students by setting a goal and achieving their target. We are

looking forward t o having the young carers join the Summer School and have a lot of

exci ting activities planned. 0

The sponsored fundraisers started at 5.00 am on Saturday 2 May on what turned
out to be the hottest day of the year. Seventeen hours and forty five mimutes later, at
10.45 pm that evening they completed theroute in moonlight. The ten challengers
were Andy Toffolo, Neil McKenzie, Paul Longster, Emma Curwen, Andrew Broomby,
Jane Toffolo, Mel Whalley, Catherine Chamberlain, Jacq Lavender and Nigel Paley,
all completing the 44 kilometre route and ascending atotal of 3033 metres.
Additional sponsored walkers were Windermere parents Angela Greenway, Alison
Broomby and Pete Bourne who joined for sections of the journey.

The twenty four peaks included Seldde Pike, Artlerigg Pike, Adams Seat, Harter Fell,
Il Bell, High Street, Thornthwaite Crag, Stoneycove Pike, Red Screes, Little Hart
Crag, Dove Crag, Hart Crag, Fairfield, Dollywagon Pike, High Crag, Nethermost Pike,
Helvellyn, Lower Man, Whiteside, Raise, Stybarrow Dodd, Watson's Dodd, Great
Dodd, Clough Head.

Support team Peter and Caroline Redhead were stationed at Kirkstone Pass, and the
team of Chris Plumb and Vinny Linnane were at Grizedale Tarn, providing much
needed food and drinks to the challengers.



The route was carefully planned by Windermere parent Andrew Broomby, with a risk
assessment and peaks selected with access for support stations and escape routes.

Andrew expl ained AWe planned the challenge w
required medical assistance or needed to be carried out. Luckily all wentsmoothly,
and we arrived on time without incident and

With the success of this yeards chmi4l enge nc
Peak Challenge will be anannual fundraising event.

For details on the Summer School at Windermere Schoolsee
www.windermereschool.co.uk

For more information on the South Lakeland Carers seewww.slcarers.org.uk

To find out how to contribute to this worthy cause , contact
reception@windermereschool.co.uk

Left to right: Andy Toffolo, Neil McKenzie, Paul Longster, Emma Curwen, Andrew Broomby,

Jane Toffolo, Mel Whalley, Catherine Chamberlain, Jacq Lavender, Nigel Paley
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