
Elleray Campus



“Watch with glittering eyes 
the whole world around you 
because the greatest secrets 
are always hidden in the 
most unlikely places”
Roald daHl

a Welcome from the 
Head of Elleray
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Elleray is a unique school, situated within 
the Lake District National Park, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and 
over-looking the shores of Lake 
Windermere. With such natural beauty 
all around it is the perfect location to 
inspire every child to stay true to our 
school motto "Vin cit qui se vincit", One 
conquers, who conquers oneself. 

Each child is an individual and we are 
privileged to shape their learning, 
develop their sense of wonder and 
support them to believe in their own 
abilities. Adventurous learning sits at the 
heart of our curriculum, providing strong 
foundations for academic success and 
well-being. 

Our vision is clear: to be the best small 
school in Britain. We strive for excellence 
in all things. Our mission is to produce 
confident and compassionate pupils, 
who are prepared for their next steps in 
learning. 

We encourage you to visit Elleray to 
experience the life of our truly 
exceptional school, where you will find 
happy children and dedicated staff 
within a stunning location. 

Mrs Julie King 
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From Pre-School to Year 6, we offer a 
broad and balanced curriculum, where 
enjoyment and inspiration are at the heart 
of our pupils’ learning. 

our Early Years classrooms are full of 
surprises. We give our youngest pupils the 
chance to find their own magic through 
learning, both indoors and outdoors.  
Pupils can attend as many or as few 
sessions as they wish. The self-contained, 
vibrant and stimulating classroom 
environment ensures that no two days are 
ever the same.

“Education is 
not the learning 
of facts, but the
training of the
mind to think” 
albERT EinSTEin

stimulate
inspire
excel

From the age of three, each pupil is guided 
expertly on a learning journey by our 
dedicated teachers. From the age of five, 
they create their own ‘Personal Pathway’, 
in which they set targets and celebrate 
successes. Each pathway is unique to the 
child’s strengths and abilities, to enable 
them to achieve the very best they can. 
academic opportunities are taken and 
pupils are always encouraged to question 
facts and challenge theories. With this 
approach, we are confident that the 
Windermere students of today will become 
the great thinkers of tomorrow.
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as the only independent school in the 
lake district national Park, learning 
outside the classroom is as important 
to us as learning within. We believe 
that children learn best when they are 
engaged and inspired, which is why 
we allow fi rst-hand experiences to 
enhance topic-based learning across 
the Key Stages. We take full advantage 
of our stunning local environment and 
surroundings to offer your child a wealth 
of opportunities. 

From the age of seven, pupils join 
our unique Windermere adventure 
Programme, in which they discover their 
potential and develop their own spirit of 
adventure on the lakes and fells of the 
lake district. 

as a registered Forest School, we offer 
weekly lessons in our woodland setting 
for the younger children. From the age 
of three, pupils can enjoy our purpose 
built outdoor shelter, rope climb and 
fi re pit, as well as learning respect for 
the environment and an interest in their 
natural surroundings. Encouraged to 
make observations on the seasons, the 
weather, and the local wildlife, this is the 
perfect location for pupils to develop self-
esteem and experience new challenges. 

at Elleray, your child will learn that the 
best classroom has the sky as its roof.

adventurous challenge
encourage 
explore

“it is not the 
mountain we 
conquer, but 
ourselves” 
EdMUnd HillaRY
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We pride ourselves on producing pupils 
who gain courage and self-belief from the 
many opportunities on offer.

We ensure that classroom assemblies, 
presentations, debates, consultations and 
informal meetings are all embedded in 
the curriculum. This means our ambition of 
producing confident and articulate pupils 
becomes more than just an expectation. 
at Elleray, it becomes a reality.

“Confidence comes 
not from always 
being right, but  
from not fearing to 
be wrong”  
PETER T. MCinTYRE

Confident opportunity
purpose
self-belief
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Excellent pastoral care underpins 
everything we do and pupils are 
encouraged to contribute to the nurturing 
and mutually respectful environment 
which we strive to create. 

all pupils from Reception onwards belong 
to a ‘House’ – Cavendish, Flemyng, 
lonsdale or Strickland. Within and beyond 
these House communities, role models  
are encouraged and enduring friendships 
are made.

We also offer flexi-, weekly or full  
boarding from the age of eight years old. 
With specialist boarding staff available 
for every individual need, the family 
ethos which exists throughout the school 
day extends to the three large boarding 
houses, where our community of  
boarding pupils thrives in a home from 
home environment. 

“Compassion 
is a necessity 
not a luxury”   
dalai laMa 

respect
friendship
careCompassionate

1010 11



Empowering our pupils with a sense of 
creativity allows connections to be made 
and lifelong learning skills to be developed. 
Whether performing on stage in our tiered 
theatre, music making with the Elleray 
orchestra or singing in one of our two large 
choirs, all pupils are given the opportunity 
to shine. 

art projects, both large and small, are 
encouraged. From designing an outfi t of 
recycled materials to creating a jungle 
scene on a life-sized sheep, or accurately 
grading and shading a still life composition, 
the possibilities are endless in our art and 
design Centre.

Computing is a creative, fun and practical 
subject, and an essential one, as we prepare 
the children for an increasingly technological 
world. While internet safety remains a key 
priority, pupils are also encouraged to 
develop their creative iT skills. Floor roaming 
beebots; block coding apps such as 
Espresso, Hopscotch and Scratch; and text-
based programming in logo have all played 
a part in helping to develop Elleray pupils’ 
computational skills.

design and Technology is taught in our well-
equipped workshop. The opportunity to 
work with a variety of materials or to use our 
Computer aided design suite completes the 
excellent creative opportunities on offer.

“Creativity 
is inventing, 
experimenting, 
growing, taking 
risks… making 
mistakes and 
having fun”  
MaRY loU CooKS

Creative perform
design
shine
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Windermere School is able to offer the 
very best in physical education and sports 
coaching, with high quality facilities and 
sporting opportunities. as well as the large 
sports field at Elleray, pupils also enjoy the 
use of our all-weather sports pitch and 
sports hall at the senior campus.  
This allows pupils to play and compete 
in all the traditional sports, across all 
seasons. Pupils are given opportunities 
to represent the School with our packed 
fixtures programme.

Positioned as we are on the edge of 
England’s largest lake, Windermere, 
watersports are naturally embedded 
within the weekly curriculum. We offer 
Sailing, Canoeing and Kayaking. as an 
RYa Champion Club – the only school 
in the UK to have achieved this status 
– we train many of our pupils to race
standard. They are able to gain valuable
experience by competing in local and
national competitions.

We have a fleet of top quality water 
craft which is housed at our lakeside 
Watersports Centre. it is here where  
pupils from the age of seven can begin 
their journey and dream of becoming a 
future champion.

“Sports do 
not build 
character, 
they reveal it”
HEYWood bRoUn

Sport and Watersports enjoy
compete
succeed
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at Elleray, the magic continues well 
beyond the end of the timetabled 
day. our wide and varied after-School 
activity Programme offers something for 
everyone, from Sports coaching to Music; 
art to Gardening; Chess to aikido and 
many other activities.

Wraparound care is an important part of 
our provision at Windermere School and 
appreciated by many of our families, 
either as a necessity, or to allow pupils to 
expand their personal interests. activities 
finish at 5pm with after-school care 
provision until 5.30pm.

You will soon discover that the Elleray 
Campus is a busy learning environment, 
even after lessons have finished. 

Elleray life fun
varied
exciting

“Success is a journey, 
not a destination”  
aRTHUR aSHE
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as one school spread across three campuses, 
Windermere School continues to build on excellence and 
produces astounding results for all our students as they 
move from Elleray to browhead. all pupils are expected 
to make this transition and we do not require pupils who 
have come through Elleray to sit entrance examinations 
at Year 7. as we remain steadfastly and academically 
non-selective, new pupils who join the school are taken 
on personal merit. 

We welcome all young people to come and be part 
of our success story. With outstanding results at GCSE 
and international baccalaureate level, we are justly 
proud of our continuing ethos. in 2016, we saw our best 
examination results since becoming co-educational in 
2000, with over 95% of all GCSEs and iGCSEs graded 
a*-C, and over 50%  graded a* or a.

in the same year, over a quarter of students in the Sixth 
Form obtained 40 points or more in the international 
baccalaureate diploma, putting them in the top 7% in 
the world.  another record-breaking set of results in 2017 
led to the school being named as the Sunday Times 
ib School of the Year.

Scholarships are available at Year 7, Year 9 and Year 12 
in a number of disciplines and we welcome applications 
from students locally, as well as from the wider 
international community.

our unique location in the heart of the English lake 
district is our greater classroom. it offers an inspiring 
backdrop for education and personal development, and 
ensures that life at Windermere School is fundamentally 
fun, stimulating a real quest for excellence, mutual 
respect and a desire for lifelong learning.
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www.windermereschool.co.uk
Windermere Educational Trust Limited is a Registered Charity No. 526973

Windermere School
Elleray Campus, 
ambleside Road, Windermere,
The lake district,  la23 1aP
United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0) 15394 46164  
Fax +44 (0) 15394 88414
admissions@windermereschool.co.uk


